EARLY  DAYS.   SCHOOL  AND   SANDHURST
I have many other happy recollections of Cheltenham
College, and especially of "Woofie", the old Gloucestershire
professional, and College coach. I have met so many old
Cheltonians throughout the world. I am very proud to be
a member of the College Council and I take the greatest interest
in the old school. I also have the honour to be a Governor
of Wellington College.
I went back to Cheltenham last year on Speech Day. The
Duke of Beaufort, Lord-Lieutenant of Gloucester, gave away
the prizes, and the Duchess opened the thirteen magnificent
new class-rooms presented by the Old Cheltonian Society as
part of our centenary celebrations. It happened that there
are thirteen Cheltonians, past and present, who have won
the Victoria Cross and so it has been decided to call each
class-room after one of them.
I enjoyed seeing the old College again, and visiting my old
haunts, and I watched the cricket against the old Cheltonians,
the match I had played in forty-nine years before.
I attended the Old Cheltonian Dinner and met many old
friends. One of them, the holder of a V.C., sat next to me
at dinner and asked me what they had taught me at Chelten-
ham. I replied that they had got me into Sandhurst some-
how. But what I hope and believe is that they taught me the
true meaning of "Loyalty*' and "Unselfish Service", and I
venture to think that it was his own loyalty to his gallant little
Gurkhas which helped him through the heroic action that
earned him the coveted V.C.
This officer, Major-General Neame, V.C., is now holding
a high position as D.C.I.G.S., and we are also proud that
General Sir John Dill, who commanded the ist Corps in the
B.E.F., is now C.I.G.S. We have many old Cheltonians
holding high positions in the war.
Next morning, Sunday, there was a beautiful service in
the College Chapel which was packed with boys and their
parents. The sermon was preached by the Dean of Hereford,